
 

 
 
Dear Illinois Odyssey of the Mind family - 
 
As quickly as the news of the day is changing in light of the COVID-19 pandemic, so, too, are 
plans changing as we strive to ensure a positive Odyssey of the Mind experience for our 2019-
2020 participants. 
 
Today, the international Odyssey of the Mind HQ announced that 1) World Finals will be a virtual 
(online) competition and not an in-person event that was scheduled to take place at Iowa State 
University in late May, and 2) any time participating in Odyssey of the Mind for the 2019-2020 
year can participate in the World Finals virtual competition.  To be clear, whereas only 1st- and 
2nd-place teams from states, territories, and nations have historically been invited to participate at 
World Finals, this year’s unprecedented situation has called for an unprecedented creative solution: 
every team who wants to participate in World Finals can do so this year! 
 
This decision from the international HQ changes our local plans for Illinois. We had previously 
announced our own virtual competition to take place the week of April 20, but now that teams do 
not need to qualify to participate in World Finals, the Illinois virtual competition is not required. 
HOWEVER, we would still like to provide feedback and support to our teams, so if you would 
like to be scored, you still have the options to submit your solution for scoring feedback from our 
trained volunteer judges from all over the state! J 
 
Since we announced our original plan to provide students the opportunity to share their work, the 
COVID-19 response has become much stricter in Illinois, mandating a shelter-at-home policy and 
school closures that prevent many of our teams from accessing their props, meeting, and, of course, 
recording their solution. To this end, we offer another creative solution to our teams: show us your 
solution however you can while adhering to the health and safety rules currently in place! Type 
them up, draw them, paint them, sing them–whatever you feel you need to do to best convey as 
many aspects of your solution as possible is permissible (click here to see an example). You will 
upload your documents to the same Dropbox folder specified again below. For those teams who 
were able to record their solution weeks ago before the shelter-in-place mandate, you can still 
upload your videos if you have not already, as well as submit any other materials you feel would 
help convey your solution. In short, our goal is for your team(s) to get to share their solution 
however possible and as safely as possible! 
 
Of course, we know these challenging times may make it too daunting for some of our current 
teams to participate in this virtual way.  That’s okay!  Illinois Odyssey of the Mind just wants to 
provide an opportunity for those teams wanting to receive feedback to get it prior to competing 



 
in the World Finals virtual competition (if they choose to do so).  Participation is not mandatory, 
and we will not be ranking teams this year at the state level.  We are so excited to see teams’ 
solutions for this year, and we are even more excited to return to our “regularly scheduled 
programming” in the 2020-2021 school year.  The new Long-Term Problem synopses for those 
problems should be coming in April! 
 
ACTION ITEM: 
 
 All coaches and coordinators will receive an email containing a link to a short survey. 
The survey covers the following items: 
 

1. Registration Fee: Your $35 (early-bird discount) or $50 tournament fee is completely 
refundable because we are not holding the physical competition due to COVID-19. You 
also have the option to forward this fee on for your participation next year. The choice is 
yours, and we are happy to accommodate your request! 
 

2. Illinois Feedback: If your team is interested in submitting its solution (in whatever form 
that takes) and receiving feedback, we just would ask that you let us know one way or the 
other so we can make sure we follow-up with you. Remember, this is completely optional 
– we just want to provide teams the opportunity to receive feedback from our trained 
volunteer judges prior to submitting their solutions in the World Finals virtual 
competition.  The deadline for this submission has also been extended to help give teams 
more time to prepare.  The new deadline is May 1, 2020. 
 

3. World Finals Participation: If your team is thinking about participating in the World 
Finals virtual competition, there’s a question on the survey that lets you indicate this. You 
are in no way obligated to participate if you click, “Yes,” we’d just like to know who is 
thinking about participating so we can support you on your journey to World Finals! 
 

We also wanted to make all our teams aware of two awesome opportunities in which everyone 
can participants–current team members, other students, and even kiddos you know around the 
world.  First, Odyssey of the Mind has uploaded several free educational items on the HQ 
website and will continue to update these resources over the next several weeks.  Second, our 
partnership with the revered comedy institution The Second City continues again with the OM-
specific “Odyssey Spark” 4-week online program which covers comedy sketch writing, 
teamwork, acting basics, creativity, and more!  You can find out more information here: 
www.secondcity.com/classes/chicago/odyssey-spark-online-2020. NOTE: your entire team can 
participate in the SPARK program under one course registration. 
 
We are sending you a lot of positive, creative vibes in this uncertain time, and we hope–more 
than anything–that you and your loved ones are safe and healthy.  We will continue to be as 
helpful and as flexible as we can be in order to make sure your students’ 2019-2020 odyssey is as 
positive, fun, and educational as possible.  As always, please reach out if you have any questions 
(contact@illinoisodyssey.org) and stay safe! 
 
Creatively, 
Diane Karraker - Illinois Association Director, 
Jim Mourey, and the Illinois Odyssey of the Mind family 


